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In 1930, the latest year for which world figures are available, Canada stood
first in the production of asbestos and nickel, second in output of gold and cobalt,
third in silver, fourth in lead, copper and zinc and eleventh in the production of pig
iron and coal. During that year Canada produced 87 p.c. of the world pro-
duction of nickel, 66 p.c. of the ashestos, a little less than half the cobalt, 10-5 p.c.
of the gold, 10-7 p.c. of the silver, 9-1 p.c. of the lead, 8.6 p.c. of the zine, and 8.7
p.c. of the copper.

Preliminary figures of the 1931 mineral ouput, valued at $227,456,365, reflected
the exceptionally low prices for metals and the lessened demand for fuels, struetural
materials and other non-metallics. Prospecting in Canada during 1931 was chiefly
confined to the more intensive exploration of areas believed to possess economic
possibilities, especially of gold, due to its enhanced value in relation to other com-
modities. ‘There was considerable activity in the further exploration of the min-
eralized areas of northwestern Quebec, and in the Porcupine, Kirkland Lake,
Thunder Bay, Patricia and Matachewan districts of Ontario. In Manitoba im-
portant gold discoveries were reported at Island lake. Possibly the most interesting
and important event in the year’s prospecting activities was the announcement that
high-grade native silver had been diseovered in association with pitchblende (radium-
bearing ore), smaltite {cobalt-bearing ore) and other wvaluable minerals in veins
ocourring at Echo bay at the northeast corner of Great Bear lake, NNW.T. There
was also further exploration of recent eopper discoveries in the same general region.
Placer prospecting in British Columbia experienced a distinet revival.

While & number of properties producing copper, lead and zinc were idle as a
result of the low prices of these metals, production of copper concentrates com-
menced at the Sherriti-Gordon mine in Manitoba. Completion of extensive mining
and metallurgical developments in the Sudbury field has placed the nickel-mining
industry in a position where it can respond immediately to any increased demand
for either nickel or copper.

Subsection I.—General Statistics of Mineral Production.

In Table 1 will be found the total values of the minerals produced in Canada
in each year since 1886, while Table 2 gives the details of the mineral production
of 19289 and 1930, with the percentage of increase or decrease in the latter year.

1.—-¥alute of Mineral Production in Canada, calendar years 1836=1931.
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1 8ubject to revision, *The per capita figures for the years 192230 inclusive are worked out on the
basis of the revised population eatiggate:p(mm 2.‘1]0}.



